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Ganja & Hess (Bill Gun, 1973, US; 110 min.)

Producer: Chiz Schultz
Editor: Victor Kanefsky
Cinematography: James E. Hinton
Screenwriter: Bill Gunn
Production Design: Tom H. John

Costume Design: Scott Barnie
Original Music: Sam Waymon


Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com and box cover):
Hailed as “one of the most literate, allegorical, and evasive of all horror films” and “the great underground classic of black film,” Ganja & Hess is an art-house thriller about addiction, culture clashes, and moral redemption.

Dr. Hess Green, an archaeologist overseeing an excavation at the ancient civilization of Myrthia, is stabbed by his research assistant, who then commits suicide. When Hess wakes up, he finds that his wounds have healed, but he now has an insatiable thirst for blood; it turns out that the knife he was stabbed with carried an ancient curse that turned him into a vampire. Soon after, Hess meets his former assistant's wife, Ganja. Though Ganja is initially concerned about her missing husband, she soon falls for Hess. Though they are initially happy together, Ganja will eventually learn the truth about Hess, and about her husband. Will she survive the revelation? Will Hess? 
Cast:

Ganja (Marlene Clark)


Dr. Hess Green (Duane Jones)


George (Bill Gunn)


Reverend Williams (Sam Waymon)


Archie (Leonard Jackson)


Girl in bar (Candece Tarpley)


Dinner guest (Richard Harrow)


Jack (John Hoffmeister)


Singer (Betty Barney)


Queen of Myrthia (Mabel King)


Poetess (Betsy Thurman)


Green's Son (Enrico Fales)


Pimp (Tommy Lane)


Woman With Baby (Tara Fields)


Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do race, gender, and class relations intersect in Ganja & Hess? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does Ganja & Hess compare to the more Eurocentric films we saw in Section 1? With Micheaux’s style? With Sweetback? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
3.  How does this film pave the way for Blaxploitation, and how is it different from Blaxploitation films?
4.  How does the genre of horror films work for—and against—Ganja & Hess? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
5.  Why is Ganja & Hess historically important—beyond its role as precursor to Blaxploitation?
